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SERMON. 


* 
. 
> N uy . 


Acts xx. 24. - 


But none of these things move me, neither cou 1 
my Life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my Course with Joy, and the Ministry which 1 
have received of the Lord Jesus. 


W E have now an occaſion, by the death and depar- 
ture to glory of our much- loved and highly: revered 
Brother, to contemplate the character of a miniſter of 
Chriſt Jeſus; of an inſtrument who is employed to turn 
men from the error of their ways into the paths of holi- 
nefs, from the fervice of idols to worſhip the living and 
true God, in order that they may partake of his lite, 
and live and reign with him to all eternity. 


The greatneſs of this object, together with the energy 
required for proſecuting it, and the difficulty of accom- 
plifhing it, can only be counterbalanced by the aſſurance 
of deriving fufficient aid from above. The obſtacles in 
the apoftle's way were very great, verſe 23. The Holy 
Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying that bonds and 
affteftions abide me. But what are his ſentiments on 
this trying ſeries of difireffes? Such as become the Chriſ- 
tian Hero ;—But none of thefe things move me, neither 
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eount I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh 
my courſe with joy. Is this all? no :—This ſelfiſh ob. 
ject had not powers adequate to carry him through the 
projected difficulties, and therefore he couples with it the 
conſideration, without which he could not have finiſhed fis 
courſe with joy; —viz. that he might alſo finiſh the Mini/- 
try which he had received of the Lord Jeſus. This was 
the darling obje& and grand deſire of the Apoſtle, which 
expoſed him to the moſt imminent dangers ; and notwith- 
ſtanding he foreſaw that he ſhould fall by the command of 
Nero, and end his race in blood, yet he rejoices to think 
that Chriſt ſhould be magnified in his " whether it be 
by life or by death, 


The text neceſſarily induces us to take a view, (which 
we will ina ſummary way,) 


Fir, Of the great difficulties anendan on a Chriſtian 
Miniſtry, 


Secondly, Of the Miniſter's ſupport under them. And 


Thirdly, I ſhall conſider their particular application 
to our late Brother, whoſe remains lie before you, 


And First. As we cannot more accurately ſtate the diffi- 
culties than St, Paul himſelf, we will do it from his own 
enumeration of them—2 Cor. xi. 23. and in Eph. vi. 12. 
Me war not only againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt 
thoſe things and evil principles, which aftuate them, 
againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
an high Places. All 22 cannot do all things, it is 


not 
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not every Preacher who has every one of theſe to encoun- 
ter, though the great Apoſtle had. As he had to con- 
tend againſt Principalities, ſo the Miniſter whoſe 
ſphere of labour is moſt narrow has to contend againſt 
ſome provincial, ſome parochial, ſome diſtrict or family 
idol, which lifts up its head as proudly as any imperial 
Dagon, againſt being brought into ſubjection to the obedi- 


ence of Chriſt. The monopolizing farmer, the ſyſtema- 


tically overreaching tradeſman or lawyer, in lower 
walks of life; in the higher ranks, the habitual gambler, 
the authorized oppreſſor of the poor, and the proud deſ- 
piſer of the meek and humble, the adulterer, the fornica- 
tor, the beſotted drunkard; the Sadducees, Phariſees and 
Atheiſts, with many others, have each erected an uſurped 
principality independant of God and Religion, and 
deſtructive to Man; and theſe principalities every one 
that preaches Chriſt, is bound to attack. And he muſt 
not expect to find them without Powers to ſupport 
them, though each may have little ſtrength by himſelt ; 
though the drunkard may not be able to frame a ſyllogiſm 
for his defence ; though the gambler may heſitate to ſay 
as the chriſtian can and does, that he proceeds on a cer- 
tainty, or though the monopolizer of the means of hu- 
man ſubſiſtence may be loth in words to allow his being 
connetted with the warkers of iniquity, yet each will ruſh 
in to the aid of the other. There 1s a general alliance 
offenſive and defenſive among theſe petty principalities 


which is moſt rigidly adhered to ; and no ſooner 1s any 


one blocked up in his caſtle and unable to ſally out, but 
the others lead out their powers in his defence and fall 
upon the chriſtian aſſailant in flank and rear. 


Theſe 


N 
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| Theſe together are a con ſederate body, who fit as a 
eloud brooding general darkness in the world of 

which they are the rulers, and by their compatt order 
and zealous aid to every weak part, ſhut out the light of 
the goſpel, left it ſhould ſhine into their hearts. As the 
aggregate is conſiderable, it preſents a very extenſive field 
of military operation, and requires a large force capable 
of extending with effect in any direction, well ſupplied, 
ſtrictly diſciplined, and of undoubted courage, prudence, 
abilities and perſeverance. The high places of the earth, 
as coxrts and camps, or the high places of religion, as Pon | 
{ificates and their dependencies, are only fo many powers 
that in all ages have oppoſed the true Miniſters of Chriſt 
and their place is the darkneſs of this world. They will 
not come to the light nor admit the light to them, left their 
deeds ſhould be reproved. It is hard to attack principali- 
ties, difficult to and our ground againſt their powers, 
almofi hopeleſs to attack the uſurped authority of anti- 
chriſt; but it requires courage indeed to form and 
conduct an attack upon theſe when they have not 
merely arrived at their high places, therr ſtrong 
ground; but are committing wickedneſs there, and not na- 
tural wickedneſs only, but {pirituat wickedne/s, which 
announces the Spirit of Truth and every #hing that is 
called God to be the immediate object of inſult. 


The Chriſtian Minifter finds it difficult to advance the 
divine life in the fouls of thoſe whom Providence has 
placed more immediately under his care ; to make reli- 
gion ſway and prevail; to frame and mould their minds 
into conformity to the will of God, by enlightening the un- 
derſtanding, rectifying the will, and ſanctifying the affec- 
tions. Nothing below this ſliould be our aim; neither 


ſhould 
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mould we reſt until this be accompliſhed. If any think 


this an eaſy work, let them try their {kill on any perſon 
addicted to vice, and know for themſelves if it be ſo. 
Perſuade the drunkard to leave his cups, the covetous his 
hoards of gold, and the flaunting gallant to become ſerious. 
The bad examples, likewiſe, thatenveigle ourhearers great- 
ly obſtruct us: We ſee them ſeldom ; but their-compa- 
nions often; we bring them to ſome degree of ſobriety 
for the time they are with us, but too ſoon it is worn off 
again by their wicked neighbours, who meet them every 
day, and by their bad example obliterate every good im- 
preſſion which the goſpel has made on them. The fooliſh 
deſires and hurtful tempers which they endeavour to hide 
from us, make the work of pions Minifters difficult. 
The Phyſician that attends to their health has all the ad- 
vantage of us. When he enquires into the nature of their 
diſorders, they are careful to give him all the information 
they can: but alas! when the Phyſician of their ſouls, 
(under God) enquires after their particular vices, they are 
as careful to hide them: thus it becomes difficult to dete& 
theſe and adminiſter to them. The public exerciſe of 


the miniftry hath its difficulty. This is a work many are 


fond of, and none more ſo than thofe teaft qualified for 
it. It is no fmall matter to accommodate ourſelves to the 
capacity of our hearers ; fo as not to diſguſt any by inſipid 
flatneſs in our addreſſes, and to awaken and rouſe drowſy 
fonls, without terrifying tender conſciences; to bear 
home particular fins, without the appearances of perſonal 
reflection: in a word, to prove ourſelves workmen that 
need not be aſhamed. The diſcipline of Chriſtian 
Societies is a farther exerciſe, and is a kind of edge tool; 
and they need be wiſe who handle it. It is hard to manage 
the cenſures of the church with ſuch prudence, that may 
5 neither 


neither encourage the flagitious ſinners by remiſſneſs, nor 
tempt to anger others by needleſs leverity ; nor give ad- 
vantage to captious and troubleſome men, for want of le- 
gal formality. But the moſt trying, is that of addreſſing 
ourſelves to each perſon. This, to ſome baſhtul and 
humble minds is next to martyrdom. All which, conſi- 
dered in the aggregate, calls aloud for all poſſible circum- 
ſpection, activity, and reſolution, of which the Apoſtle 
was an exemplary inſtance. This leads us, 


n To conſider the 3 of Miniſters nals | 
their difficulties. 


| That the Apoſtle had conſiderable ſupport is plain, 
when he ſaid, None of theſe things move me! No! not 
though you ſtand alone, and are confeſſedly ſent as a ſheep 
among wolves ? then you cannot be acting on any earthly 
ſupport, for all earthly powers are againſt you. . You are 
ſingly in arms againſt a whole deluded and deluding world. 
You are mad, or elſe you are divinely ſupported from 
above! Such is the caſe with every Miniſter of Chriſt. 
The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itſelf 
againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſti; Such were the 
Apoſtle's weapons! And ſuch the Gop that inſtructed 
and ſuſtained bim in the uſe of them! That he 
was not deſerted at his need, nor deluded with vain 
promiſes of ſupport, we have his own evidence for, which 
muſt be received on every rule as diſintereſted and com- 
petent, eſpecially at a moment when he was ready ts 
be offered up, and the time of his departure was at hand, 
| I have 
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I have fought a good fight : I have finiſhed my courſe : I 
have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Fudge shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love has appearing. 


This Scripture ſuggeſts to us two ſpecific views of the 
ſupport, which the Apoſtle received. The firſt of theſe 
we alſo find in the text, and it is that oy or ſatis faction 
and delight of the mind being at reſt .in Jeſus, which the 
Apoſtle experienced, and which awaited him in its ful- 
neſs of fruition in the ſucceſsful iſſue of his battles, toils, 
and labours, which being conformed to thoſe of his Lord, 
and having obtained like precious faith with the ſaints of 
old, in the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
gave him a title to Heaven, to enter his joy, and to ſit 
down with him on his throne, even as he alſo had over- 
come and was ſet down with his Father on his throne, 
This is a powerful motive to exertion, and being a reward 
freely promiſed, may be claimed without preſumption, For 
who is ſo faſtidious to cavil with ſuch a motive, when the 
Captain of our Salvation, for the joy that was ſet before 
him, endured the croſs ? 


But the ſecond ſpecific view that ſupported the Apoſ- 
tle, was more grand, definite, and extended. He looked 
to the perfection of his work and glory in the re-appearing 
of his Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhould himſelf 
give him a crown of glory, and not as a king, who has 1 
favourites, but as a JUDGE (Judge of his race); and 
who ſhould change his vile body, that it may be faſhioned 
lite unto has glorious body, according to the working 

1 B 
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whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things unto 


himſelf. 


Till this event, the confummate joy and glory of the 
Apoſtle remain incomplete. Having a full and generat 
commiſſion, he could indeed aſſail and ſhake ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places; the Diana of Epheſus, the 
Areopagus of Athens, the Sanhedrim of Jeruſalem, with 
the whole counſel of Prieſts and Elders, the Synagogue 
of the Libertines, and Cyreneans, and Alexandrians, to- 
gether with them of Cilicia, and of Afia, fo that they 
were not able to withſtand the wiſdom and ſpirit by which 
he ſpoke ; yea and Rome, the Capital of the world, where 
xdolatry ſat on the throne of emperors, marched at the head 
of armies, and commanded all that was worldly, wiſe, or 
mighty. And all the terrible Maffacres and execu- 
tions done by it, neither did nor could prevail againſt a 
cauſe deſigned to teach ſuffering, to be carried on by ſuf: 
fering, and laſtly to conquer all by ſuffering. In a word, 


religion founded on the croſs, cannot be ſuppreſſed by - 


the croſs. 


Here it is proper to remark, what is perhaps more ex- 
traordinary, none of theſe things moved him; but he ſtill 
looked for his crown from the Lord, the righteous Judge. 
O! the ſublimity of the chriſtian! in whoſe view, 
both the ſplendid magnanimity, and the perſecuting malice 
of imperial Rome, alike vaniſhedinto empty air! 


Other Miniſters, I have obſerved, have leſs general 


commiſſions from above. And yet there requires an illi- 

mitable commiſſion before the Gentile world is ſubdued. 

The Apoſtle was enabled to ſhake all the ramparts, but 
not 


Il 


not allowed to take poſſeſſion. Even principalities and 
powers were not all madeſubjett to him. Andit is evident 
inthe preſent day, that ſo numerousare the enemies, ſo pow- 
erfully combined, and ſo audacious, that they laugh at 
every thing ſacred and divine. Sometimes Chriſt's Mi- 
niſters are jeered and pointed at, as ſo many fools and 
babblers. But why do not theſe profound rabbies, theſe 
oracles of reaſon among the modern philoſophers, baffle 
and repel theſe upſtart babblers, and cruſh their abſurd 
doctrine in the bud ? It is eaſier to contradift than con- 
fute. In fact, they are perpetually railed at as deceivers 
and impoſtors, even while they are undeceiving the world 


from the deluſions that ſo univerſally bewitch it. 


So rank is the ſoil of the world, that tares ſpring up 
under the very hands of the reapers. It is time, O God, 
to put forth thine hand ! It is high time for the Lord of 
the vineyard to come, and miſerably deſtroy the huſband- 
men that deftroy the earth; to eradicate the ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places which has killed the Son, that 
the vineyard may be their own : and being POWERS, will 
yield to nothing but omnipotent POWER. Therefore the 
Son of Man ſhall come with power, and with great glory, as 
his holy Prophets have predicted, his Apoſtles have expec- 
ted, and himſelf has promiſed. God will come in his chariot 
as a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his re- 
buke with flames of fire; to put down all his enemies; 
when the kingdoms of this world will become the king- 
dems of our God and of his Chrift ; who will reign among 
his ancients gloriouſly for ever and ever. 


Let us now, Thirdly, conſider how far our decealed 
friend, in his ſphere, followed the Apollle as he followed 
Chriſt, B 2 And 
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ik And as I have ſlightly touched upon one of the 
beſt of characters, I ſhall crave your attention and pa- 
tience, while I propoſe to your farther imitation, one of 
| the greateſt examples of this kind in our day; I mean, 
La that of our late friend, Captain Webb, who, being dead, 
1 = yet lives, and ever will live in the memory of many here, 
and thouſands beſides, I do not intend to treat of him as 
is common in funeral orationt. The hiſtory of his early 
part of life, may one day be drawn up by an abler hand. 
My work, at preſent, is to ſet him forth as a pattern of 
piety and true religion to'M1N1STERS and PEOPLE. 
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Capt. WEBB was in his younger days a very uſeful 
ſervant of the crown; in which ſituation he received a 
| wound in his arm, and loſt his right eye in the ſame cam- 
ﬀ paaign that General Wolfe loſt his life. He was always a 
man of moral character, and much reſpected in the army 
N as an officer and a friend. From the earlieſt dawn of rea- 
| ſon upon his mind, he had frequent convittions from 
0 | that light which enlighteneth every man that cometh into 
| the world ; his conſcience accuſing or n according 
to his general conduct. 
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In the year 1764, being about forty years of age, it 
pleaſed that God who knoweth the heart of man, which in 
its natural ſtate is deceit ful above all things and deſperately 
wicked, to convince him by the power of his Spirit alone, 
of this important truth, deeply impreſſing his mind with 

- his awful ſituation as a fallen creature. Not having any 
sjiritual friend at this time to adviſe with, it pleaſed 
God, who had begun this bleſſed work, to lead him in 

. a very remarkable way to the knowledge of ſalvation by 

ls the remiſſion of fins. He was frequently very much 


| diſtreſſed, 
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diſtreſſed, almoſt to deſpair ; ſuffering grievouſly from 
the temptations of Satan, who often ſuggeſted to his 
mind, that there was no mercy for him, and tempted 
him to put an end to his exiſtence. While under this 
temptation, in extreme agony of ſoul, he beſought the 
Lord to ſeal his doom, or direct him to ſome comfortable 
paſſage of ſcripture ;* when, with a trembling hand, he 
opened the Bible, and caſt his eye upon Iſaiah liv. 7. J. 
For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
mercies will I gather thee : In a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlaſiing kindneſs will 
I have mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer. He 
took great comfort from theſe words, and was ſingularly 
directed in a dream to a Moravian Miniſter, (a Mr. Cary) 
whom he met with on his way from London to Briſtol, 
and whoſe perſon he knew as ſoon as he ſaw him, in con- 
ſequence of his dream ; wherein alſo it had been ſuggeſted 
to him, that that man would lead him to Chriſt. As ſoon as 
they arrived in this city, he took an opportunity of open- 
ing his mind to Mr. Cary, who told him, he muſt he at 
the feet of the Lamb, and be waſhed in his blood : giving 
him at the time an invitation, which he accepted, to hear 
him preach the next day. This was on March 23, 1765. 
While the Miniſter was ſpeaking on the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and his love to mankind, it pleaſed the Lord to 
ſet before him the croſs, and the Saviour of the world 
bearing his ſins in his own body on it; when, in a mo- 
ment, his burden was removed, peace and joy through 
believing 


* We do not wiſh to countenance the practice of converting the Bible 
into a Fortune-telling Book; though we believe the Lord may often go out 
of his general way to meet the wiſhes of the ſimple enquicer after his will. 
Capt. WE RB, at this time, knew nothing of God's general dealings with his 
people, or with the plan of ſalvation, | 


| believing filled his mind; having, according to the lan- 
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guage of the Homily of the Church of England, *a divine 
perſuaſion, or confidence, that all his fins were blotted 
out, and he reconciled to God by the merits of Chriſt;“ 
And, according to the language of ſcripture, Rom. v. 1. 
Being juſtified by faith, he had peace with God through our 
Lord Feſus Christ. Soon after this, it pleaſed the Lord 
to ſtrengthen him with repeated tokens of his favour ; giv- 
ing him a iull aſſurance of hope, that he ſhould one day 


be with him in glory, which aſſurance he enjoyed to the 


day of his death, being more than thirty years. 


He became acquainted with the Methodiſts through the 
late Rev. Mr. Roquet a few days after his converſion, 
who introduced him to the acquaintance of ſeveral pious 
people, among whom he found that ſpirit and experience 
which anſwered to his own, and which together with adivine 
impreſſion on his mind, whereof he often ſpoke, determi- 
ned him to live and die with thoſe people. 


The firſt time of his bearing a teſtimony of the truth 
was in Bath; when the preacher not coming as was ex- 
petted, he was deſired to ſpeak to the people, which he 
did, and gave an account of his own experience. This 
was all he knew about preaching at that time, and the 


people were much bleſſed. 


Soon after this he had occaſion to go to America in his 
military capacity, where he was appointed Barrack-Maſter 
of Albany. As ſoon as he arrived there he made a point of 


holding family prayer in his houſe, at which his neighbours 


frequently attended; after a little while he ventured to give 
them aword of exhortation, and from the good effects that 
appeared 
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ippeared i in their converſion, he was encouraged to go far- 
ther ſtill, even into the highways and hedges. 


This ſtar aroſe (for a ſtar he was of no ſmall magnitude, 
if that ſaying be true, that he is the greateft preacher who 
converts the moſt ſinners”) at a time when pleaſure was 
extending her alluring voice to enſnare; when infidelity 
had almoſt overſpread the land, and religion was hardly 
to be found. Unſupported by human aid; oppoſed by 
prejudice, and error widely prevalent ; by intereſt and 


authority, wit and learning, in league to baffle his humble 


labours, he ſtill ſucceeded. 


This man (of whom the world is not worthy) from the 
love he bore to the ſouls of men, iſſued forth like light- 
ning from one end of the land to the other, to bind up the 
broken hearted, and proclaim liberty to the captives. In 
one place weſee him breaking forth like a mighty tempeſt, 
and thundering from mount Sinai upon the impenitent: 
In another place we behold him, like a benificent cloud, 
pouring the ſpirit of grace and conſolation in copious 
ſtreams upon the mourners in Zion. 


Rich bleeding love his glowing tongue inſpires, 
Fills his rapt boſom with ſeraphic fires ! 

His heart elates ! his nobleſt powers employs! 
Augments his fervours, and improves his joys !” 


He came not out among us, like thephiloſophical Di-1nes 
of the day, to teach us to number the ſtars, to know 
their rounds, and to diſcover the ſecrets of nature; but to 
convince his fellow ſinners of ſin, and of righteouſneſs, 


and of judgment; to teach us that the world paſſeth away 


and 


10 


and the faſhion thereof; and that there is nothing more 
dangerous than forming an undue alliance with its cuſ- 
toms and fading pleaſures. He came not among us to 
inſtruct us in ſtate affairs, and rules of civil policy, which 
is frequently nothing but the art of deceiving ; but to 
diſcipline us for heaven. Though aſoldier by profeſſion, 
he came not to inſpire us with the love of conqueſt and 
triumph, which animated the Alexanders and Cæſars of 
former times, and the heroes of the preſent age; but to 
conquer ſelf, and to inflame our minds with the love of 
Jeſus and eternal happineſs. 

The doctrines he taught, and for which he met the fier- 
ceſt oppoſition, were the ſame that awakened the ſcorn 
and rage of the world ever ſince the beginning; and 
which many, who call themſelves chriſtians, oppoſe with 
all their zeal : ſuch as, The Divinity of Chriſt, and the 
Holy Spirit ; proving from the ſcriptures and other re- 
cords, that they were one with the Father, whoſe glory 
is equal, whoſe majeity is co-eternal, and that the Church 
has always believed and maintained it. The Holy Spirit 
is not from himſelf as the Father is, for that being ſuppo- 


ſed, there would be more principles than one, conſe- 


quently, more Gods than one, which is contrary to the 
whole tenor of the ſcriptures. The Father muſt be the 
firſt principle of all eſſence, the Son in the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit deriving his eſſence from both, and repro- 
ducing them in the world, and in the heart of man. 


The doctrine of Free and Univerſal Grace. He believed 
and taught us that the grace of God was free for every 
man. That Feſus Chriſt taſted death for every man, and that 


in virtue of it, a meaſure of grace was given to every man 
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17 
to profit withal, and conſequently that man is free to 
chooſe or refuſe. For if a man cannot do that which is : 
lawful and right, he cannot do that which is unlawful and 
wrong: for what he ſeems to do is done in him and for 
him, either by irreſiſtible depravity, or irreſiſtible grace: 

a doctrine in oppoſition to ſenſe and reaſon, and conſtant 
experience, which convinceth us that we have a power 

of acting and chooſing. It can be no objection to this 
truth that according to the ſcripture we cannot pleaſe God 
without his aſſiſtance ; for this is ſo far from being an 
objection, that it is a proof of our freedom to accept of 
ſuch aſſiſtance and to concur with it. For as a Divine of 
the eſtabliſhed church ſaid, It muſt be a barbari/m of lan- 
guage, to talk of aſſiſtance to a creature that hath no ac- 
nonty or power of its own ; it is like a man talking of afſiſt- 


ing a mere machine or a burthen that he takes up by 
main force.” 


The doctrine of the Sinner's Juſtification by Faith in 9 
Chriſt, without any reſpect to works, but ſuch as proceed } 
from that faith, and manifeſt it. This is the one only 
condition of our juſtification the goſpel recommends, and 
from which we cannot be excuſed. Thy Faith hath Javed 
thee : faith hath made thee whole ; and again, O woman, 
great is thy faith, Yet be it remembered, that ſhe had firſt 
proved her faith by an a& or work ſpringing from it. In 
prayer the ſame condition is required ;—what/oever ye 
hall aſt in prayer believing, ye ſhall receive; again, 
what things ye defire when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye ſhall have them, God requires 
faith becauſe he hath given us abundant reaſon to credit 
his word, The light of nature (ſo called) diſcovers that 
God is good; The goſpel repreſents him good and mer- 

C ciful 
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ciful beyond all expreſſion : moſt juſtly then he may re- 


quire of us faith in his promiſes. Faith in the righteouſ- 


neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, is enjoined by the ſcriptures for our 


juſtification; becauſe it is productive of the beſt effects, 
and is the forerunner and guardian of all graces. It ſuf- 
fers us not to be deceived by wordly hopes and fears, nor 
by worldly notions of right and wrong. It influences our 
conduct to ſeek God, when we believe that God is; and 
it is ſaying in our hearts and lives, that we acknowledge 
him to be all-knowing,. wiſe, and good. John iii. gg. 
He that believeth his teflimony hath ſet to his ſeal that God 
25 true. Ina word, there is no other way of ſalvation. 
God is inviſible. No man hath ſeen him, nor can. ſee him. 
To faith only is it given to behold the throne dark with 
exceſſive brightneſs,” and to diſcoverthe glorious perfec- 
tions that fill it ! The principal reward is alſo like himſelf, 
inviſible to the merely natural man: it lives in a diſtant . 
region which no eye hath ſeen, no foot hath trodden ; 
and before we take poſſeſſion, we muſt leave all that the 
worldly-minded man counts his all, and beyond which he 
hath no views. To believe in Jeſus Chrift thus con- 


 ecaled ;—to confide in him as being good, merciful, and 


faith ful, under all the inconveniences of life; and to truſt 
wo a diſtant period for our reward, and to believe it ſo as 


to influence our conduR,. is ſomething more than human. 


The New Birth; or Regeneration of Heart, and entire 
Sanctification of our Nature, was another of the truths of. 
of the goſpel which he maintained; a doctrine which is 


counted nonſenſe by fome, and impoſſible to be attained, 


by others. Modern divinity has for the moſt part found 

a ſmoother path to tread in,. than that our worthy friend 

taught, and by which he himſelf was brought to the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, This is the man, (in con- 
neQion with many other Miniſters) that revived in our 
day the doctrine of Regeneration and Sanctification, when 
the poor doubtful enquirers after theſe truths were only 
entertained with ingenious eſſays on the beauty of virtue, 
the efficacy of benevolence, the dignity of the human 
mind, and other favourite topics ; ſanctification, or the 
kingly office of Chriſt to his church, he often obſerved 
with pain, was too much neglected by many that ſtile 
themſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, who in order to ex- 
tol his prieſtly office, degrade the princely dominion of 
his ſpirit in the heart. There cannot be a more dange- 
rous or fatal deluſion than to imagine, that any thing in 
Chriſt can avail for us, ſo as to bring us to, heaven, unleſs 
we ourſelves are actually created anew in Chriſt Jeſus. 
The opinion of Chriſtian perfection being unattainable in 
this life, has been begot and cheriſhed by wild ſchemes of 
it. But he (from all that 1 could learn) never recom- 
mended to the church a fantaſtic or enthuſiaſtic perfection; 
nor any heights of religion but what many actually feel 
and practice, by living as he did, unſpotted by the plea- 
ſures, and unbroken by the troubles of this world; mo- 
deſt and ſerene, equal and heavenly minded in honour 
and diſhonour, in want and abundance ; in liberty, and in 
ꝓriſon; in death, and in life. 


The doctrine of Atonement was farcibly inculcated by 
bim. Chriſt's Incarnation was his entrance into his office as 
Mediator; for before this there was no law given, but by 


Ahe divine nature in the ſecond perſon: Now the ſecond 
perſon, as God, is not ſubject to, but coequal with God 


the Father. It was at Chriſt's free choice whether he 


| would be incarnate, or not; for he that is under law is 


not at liberty to chooſe, Chriſt was under no law till he 
BY 28 became 
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became incarnate; he then, and not before, was a middle 
perſon, conſequently became ſubject to his Father. Nor 
can we ſay Chriſt was Mediator, but as God and man. 
No doubt but his mediation availed for all that looked 
for his coming in the fleſh ; and with all thoſe who be- 
lieved in God according to the light of their diſpen- 
ſation, had its merciful virtue and effects, before he 
was born of his Mother Mary. Chriſt freely bound 


' himſelf to fulfil all righteouſneſs. He made him- 


ſelf amenable. to the law of innocence as a creature, 
and was ſubje& to it in the ſtricteſt ſenſe :—to the law of 
Moſes as a Jew, and therefore was obliged to be circum- 
ciſed in obedience to that law. He bound himſelf to the 
law of Mediation as a Day's-man, to manage and tranſa ct 
all affairs between his Father and us ſinners, in order to 

effect an everlaſting union and fellowſhip. | 


The great work of Chriſt's Atonement I would ſtate 
thus: Firſt, that which reſpects God the Father, and was 
directed more immediately to him, is what holds forth 
Chriſt as our great High Prieſt, and one to whom alone the 
character of Prieſt belongs; for the true Church under 
the goſpel, cannot with propriety acknowledge any other 
perſon under this character, as he only hath engaged in 
the work of atonement ; and as ſuch, all that he did with 
God and man, in the way of ſatis faction and interceſſion, 
whereby he obtains grace and glory for ſinners, reſpe&ed 


God. Rom. iii. 25. Heb. ii. 17. The ſecond part of his 


office is to ſubdue rebellious man, and bring him again 
into ſubjection and obedience to God. This Chriſt doth 
as a Prophet by his Spirit, Word, and Miniſters, inſtruc- 
ting him in his duty to God and man.—Atts iii. 22.— 
Phil, ii. 5.— 1 John ii. 6.—1 Pet. ii. 21.— Heb. xii. 2. 
The third and laſt part of his office, is that of a King; 
making 
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making ſuch laws as we are to be judged by at laſt, and 
meanwhile governing us by them. For God has ſet him 
as King upon his holy fall of Zion. This takes in the 
government of the Churches, with all the gifts and offices 
that pertain thereto. Chriſt pleads with his Father for 
man, and through the virtue of his blood and righteoul- 


neſs, obtains mercy and falvation for him : and pleads 


with man by his word and ſpirit, which charge us not to 
refuſe him that ſpeaketh.— Heb. xii. 25. Chriſt alſo gives 
himſelf to God an offering for man, —Gal. i. 4.— Titus 
11. 14.—Heb. viii. 3. And he obtains gifts of God for 
man.—Pſalm Ixviii. 18.—Heb. iv. 16.—1x. 24. Who 
of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and 
Sanctiſication and Redemption, (1 Cor. i. go.) to the praiſe 
and glory of his grace; God having ſet him forth a 
propitiation, through faith in his blood. 


Time, in ſhort, fails me to expatiate upon the doctrines 
of the Fall, of Repentance, of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
of a Final Judgment : all which: he maintained for many 
years, with a chriſtian-like fortitude and magnanimity. 
His abilities as a Miniſter lay principally in awakening 
poor ſinners ; and he was mighty in faith and prayer. 


The good qualities of this great man werenot few. That 
he had his weakneſles, as moſt aſſuredly he had, none were 
more ready to acknowledge than himſelf. His charity was 
unbounded, There was nothing in the wide circle of his 
acquaintance, of a charitable kind, that came under his 
notice, but his mite was always ready. He made it his 
buſineſs to ſeek out the poor and needy ; he improved all 
opportunities of uſefulneſs. He went to thoſe who would 

not 
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not, and to others who could not, come to him. The 
fatherleſs and widows lay near his heart. To theſe his 
actual charity was eminently diſtinguiſhed. 


To convince you how much he deſerves our love and 
regard, it is ſufficient to explain, in a few words, the 

j effefts which his labours have produced ſince he began his 
1 miniſtry, He was, under God, the firſt inſtrument of 
planting Methodiſm in America; and not ſatistying 
himſelf with the ſucceſs of his own labours in Philadelphia, 
New York, and other places, he ſtretched out his hands to 
the Britiſh Conference, and prayed them, * Come over 
and helþ us.” Miniſters were accordingly ſent from this 
FAR country to America; and many were raiſed up among 
themſelves, who are now mutually labourin gto bring down 
Wl Antichriſt, to reduce fin, and to ere& the Saviour's 
N kingdom upon its ruins. By him many, but a degree 
| from the brute, enemies to church and ſtate, have learned 
f to render unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and unto 


Fi God the things that are God's. Let us bring to mind 
Malt what God has wrought for us, and for his Church among 
Wi us, by this his ſervant, whoſe memory we now embalm 
Wl with our tears. Has not the Angel of the Covenant, by 
10 him, brought many through the wilderneſs into friendſhip 
6 with us, and cauſed them to ſavour the things of the Spirit ? 
1 Ile was the man that planted them in a well- ordered 
(1:00 church, where they ate quickened by God's grace through 
19 a lively and faithful miniſtry, where the gifts of Chriſt are 
i watered by the powerful prayers of his ſaints, the preach- 
ing of his word, and the holy Sacraments ; where many 
ö zun to and fro that knowledge may be increaſed ; and 
1 where diſcipline is for a wall and bulwark, and our hearts 
0 warmed by the communion of his ſaints. By his in- 
|"  Huence Preaching-houſes were erefted in. New York, 
1 Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, and many other places in the wide continent 
of America; and even this houſe (Portland-Chapel) he 
was the firſt and principal Agent in erecting. 


O! worthy man of God ! who is it that knew thee, and 
did not love thee? Like fine gold, the more he was 
tried, the farther he enriched; like the ſea, the more he was 
obſerved, the more immenſe ; like the firmament, the 
morehe wasexamined, the greater number of ſtars appeared. 
As gratitude abhors oblivion, and is a recording grace, 
keeping catalogues of favours; ſo it is a reward to itſelf, 
and by theſe records it. furniſheth the ſoul with matter for 
the ſweeteſt employment and delights. O that I could 
raiſe your hearts in thankfulneſs to the bountiful Donor for 
ſo burning and ſo ſhining a light, who has now quitted the 
world to return to the boſom of God! A river that has 


flowed back to its original ſource :—a ſun paſt into ano 


ther hemiſphere. He is gone! The happy ſpirit hath 
taken its flight ! He will not come to us, we may go to him. 
O highly favoured man, why art thou taken away in this 
unbelieving age? when God 1s looked upon as an idle 
ſpeRator, when infidelity prevails among all ranks; when 
the religion of Jeſus is turned and twiſted to coincide 
with the Newtonian or any other philoſophy, which may 
be the favourite ſyſtem of the age, and when the ſons of 
men are queſtioning the very exiftence of a God! 


His Death, though ſudden, was not unexpectedby him: 
he has frequently told many of his approaching diſſolution. 
And the laſt ſunday but one he ſtood near the communion 
table, ander which we are now going to reſt his peaceful 
remams, and ſhewed the place, and ſpoke of the manner 
af his burial, obſerving, © I ſhould prefer a triumphant 

| death ; 
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death; but I may be tak en away ſuddenly. However, I 


now I am happy in the Lord, and ſhall be with him 
whenever he calls me hence, and that is ſufficient,” 


A few weeks ſince, he preached his laſt ſermon from 
this pulpit, in which he bore a teſtimony of the truth of 
the bleſſed goſpel. His public prayers in this place were 
heard by many of you laſt Monday night, and you no doubt 
recollect his fervour of devotion. The next evening, about 
an hour before his departure, he prayed as uſual with his 
family, and recommended them to God. After ten 
o'clock he retired to bed in his uſual health, and ſoon 
after, taking leave of his beloved partner for the night, 
he obſerved that his breath was bad; and in a few mi- 
nutes, without a ſtruggle or a groan, his happy ſpirit 
reſigned its habitation, and fled to the realms of eternal 
day! ; | 


Having gone through, in a brief manner, the leading 
features of this extraordinary character; his converſion 
and call to the miniſtry ; his firſt coming among us; his 
breaking through the greateſt difficulties ; his work; his 
religious ſentiments, and the leading doctrines which he 
taught; his diligence and ſelf-denial ; his great faith, zeal, 
and love; his manner of preaching and uſefulneſs, &c. 
you will bear with me while I attempt the moſt difficult 
taſk of all ; that is, to perſuade both preachers and people 
to tread in his ſteps. 


Pardon me, my friends, if any of you are inclined to 
think I have ſaid too much of our greatly- eſteemed Bro- 
ther : impute it to my friendſhip and gratitude : for with 


| kim I have gone in and out among this people for many 


years. 
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years. Whatever you may think, my thoughts are that we 
cannot well ſay too much of him. He was the wonder 
of many; a ſingular character: —the admiration, and wor- 
thy the imitation of all ;” as was ſaid of the great and be- 
nevolent Howard. Where is the man to be found fully 
qualified to ſatisfy his numerous friends? the utmoſt ſkill of 
the firſt maſters of eloquence is required; his grave ſhould be 
ſtrewed with the choiceſt flowers of oratory, and his me- 
mory embalmed in the richeſt and moſt pathetic language.” 
Happy man! his days are ended, and he is now above the 
reach of temptation :—He is fled to thoſe happy regions of 
light and joy, where there is no death, nor ſorrow, nor 
crying, and where all tears are wiped from every eye. 
Should not the example of our deceaſed friend animate us 
that preach to others? who in the courſe of his labours 
cultivated a good underſtanding, and having grace in him- 
ſelf, obtained knowledge in divine things, and was thereby 
| enabled to preach the word in a plain, obvious, and pow- 
= erful manner. Let us follow him in the poſſeſſion of true 

; religion, in faith and love, in reſiſting the ſmiles of a 
bewitching, and the frowns of a cenſorious world. Let 

us attend to our duty, that as the eyes of the people are 
upon us, we may feed the numerous flocks committed to 
our care; gather the lambs in our arms, and ten- p 
derly care for the young; comfort Zion, build up her [ 


. waſte places, preſerve the public peace, and keep the peo- 

, ple in quietneſs and ſubjection to the authority ſet over us, 
that the Lord God may dwell among us, and delight to do 
us good. 

0 | 

J All who knew the value of this great and good Man, 


muſt needs partake of the common ſorrow which his death 
* has occaſioned: but what words can expreſs the pier- 
| D cing 


cing grief of one, who is left, by ſo tender a Huſdand, in 
the ſolitary ſtate of widowhood! and with what compaſ- 
ſion ſhould we addreſs our prayers to the Father of mercies, 
to ſupport her under this heavy ſtroke. Yet let not her 

mind utterly refuſe to be comforted, ſince it ought to be 
counted a favour of divine Providence, to have been re- 
lated to ſo valuable a perſon ; and fince it has pleaſed 
God, for the mitigation of her trouble, to give her the 
ſatis faction of witneſſing his chriſtian behaviour in ſick- 
neſs and health, proſperity and adverſity, and of hearing 
ſo often the gracious words which proceeded from kim ; 
ſo as to give her juſt reaſon to believe, his righteous ſoul 
is now happy, waiting for the reſurrection of his body, 
while ſhe has good hope, through grace, in a 
little time, to finiſh her courſe with joy, and 
enter into that reſt which he has already attained. 
A Father of the fatherleſs and Judge of the widow 
2s God, in fits holy habitation. When God ſends his 
meſſenger death, and takes a dear beloved creature from 
our arms, the queſtion is like that of our Lord to St. 
Peter, Simon, loveſt thou me? Art thou willing to reſign 
this thy companion and comfort at my call? Can you now 
practice what you have ſo often repeated in your cloſets, 
and in the ſanctuary; * I am thine, Lord Iam thine, all 
that I have is thine ? ” Or do you murmur and quarrel with 
his will and pleaſure? What an aſtoniſhing proof of our 
ſincerity is this, when with Abraham we can and do take 
our only Son Iſaac at God's command and offer him up 
unto death! Your Huſband has forſaken you in your ſor- 
rowtul moments, and has left you and your dear children 
to mourn alone; he forfook you while drowned in tears, 
and overwhelmed in heart, and now can give you no more 
conſolation. Our lathers where are they? our prophets 


our 
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our teachers, our guides, they are gone! O then let this 
lead you from the world, now your carthly comforts and 
dependance are fo much diminiſhed, let it lead you to a 
ſolid dependance upon God, your only and abiding friend, 
one that will ſick cloſer than a brother. 


Is the Society in grief becauſe of loſing their compa- 
nion and friend? 


Your aged Miniſter is gone, to return ne more till the 
ſecond coming of our Lord. What can you do better 
than to live and die as he did? You will fee his tears, and 
hear his voice no more! This pulpit is never inore to be 
honoured by him! His ſteadineſs and indefatigableneſs 
will no more correct your indolence, nor his holy prac- 
tice reprove your fins. No: he is gone to the world of 
ſpirits, and his clay we ſhall foon conſign to the tomb! 
O! bring to mind his extraordinary humility, his hearty 
| Friendſhip towards his equals, his condeſcenſtion to his in- 
feriors, his unbounded charity to the poor, his readineſs 
to forgive, his zeal for truth, his loyalty to his Prince, his 
attachment to the people he was united to, his univerſal 
love to all. Think what there is in this world that thould 
make you fond of it. What is it but a land of ſhades, of 
griefs and trouble; where one dear friend after another 
is raviſhed out of our arms! Happy Chriſtian, who walked 
with God to the end of his days, and when he died left 2 
perfumed name behind him, and thouſands to call him 
bleſſed! Such is the example this renowned champion 
of the croſs has lett us, and ſuch we have yet living among 
us, beſides thoſe that have departed in the faith of Chriſt; 
and not a few in this place, the brightneſs and favour ot 
whoſe name abids to this day among us as ornaments to re- 
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ligion, and as a rich-perfume to the goſpel ſtill preached 
and lived by many. And as there are many under divine 
impreſſions, who feel the drawings from above, who are 


enquiring after ſalvation, and who in the ſimplicity of 


their hearts mark the lives of thoſe that profeſs to walk by 
the leadings of the Spirit ; what manner of perſons ought 
ye to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ? Let no 
part of your conduct be contradittory to the truth which 
he taught you, nor a ſtumbling-block in the way of the ſin- 


cere enquirers. 


Under your preſent circumſtances, you ſhould heartily 
pray for a continuance of the goſpel, that you may receive 
ſpiritual improvement, You ſhould walk worthy of your 
calling, labouring to be more uſeful, exhorting one ano- 
ther daily : conſidering the weakneſs of your nature, the 
purity and preſence of God, the ſtriftneſs and impartiality 
ol a judgment to come, the importance of eternal happi- 
neſs, and of its awful reverſe, eternal miſery! My 
| hearty prayer to God is, that the removal of our dear 
Brother from this Church to the Church above, may be a 
laſting bleſſing to thoſe who were his companions of late 
years; ſo as to fill up his place, having the cauſe and in- 
tereſt of our Redeemer near their heart ; praying earneſtly 


to God to bleſs the riſing generation; to ſtrengthen them 


in running the race that is ſet before them; to wait meekly 
and humbly before the Lord to whom they have reſigned 
themſelves; to be of gaod courage, hoping in God, who 
will be their ſtrength and ſupport in the evil day. 


To you, my friends, that have attended his miniſtry 
of late years, but have not ventured to give him the right 
hand of church-fellowſhip, he ſtall lifts up his voice and 
cries, 
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cries, Is it nothing to you that the Saviour ſhould die? 
Conſider ſeriouſly and frequently how ſoon the faſhion and 
grandeur of this world. paſſeth away. He that looketh 
for, and haſteneth unto the coming of the day of God, 
will have no great reliſh for the honors and pleaſures of this 
life; nor will he be ſlothful or remiſs, but in timely 
preparation for it, will lay out the ſtrength and vigour of 
his mind; retrenching his needleſs expences, denying his 
pleaſures, and will be content to be counted obſcure, mean, 
and contemptible. O! watch againſt the fickleneſs and 
infirmity of your fallen nature, by which you have ſo often 
miſcarried: conſider well the bleſt reward that awaits tlie 
righteous in another world. Be ſtedfaſt in that faith and hope 
which wait and long for the coming of our Lord. This 
will invite you often to take a view of Canaan, to fil! 
your mind with the beauties and realities of eternity—th 
ſecurity of its ret—the tranſport of its joys—the love of 
Jeſus—the crowns of glory—the felicity of angels 
—the perfection of ſaints—the fruit of the tree of life, 
and the ſtreams that water the paradiſe of God. Such 
like thoughts may be uſeful to wean you from the world. 
ſelf, and ſin, to upbraid your lazineſs, and incline you 
to hear the words of Jeſus ſounding in your ears, What, 
can you not watch with me one hour ?—or thoſe words to 
the Church of Laodicea, To him that overcometh will I 
grant to fit with me in my throne, even as I alſo have owtr- 
come and am ſet down with my Father in his throne. 


Finally, my brethren, the call is to all. Let us, there- 
fore, lay aſide all our little differences of opinion, all ani- 
moſities, and let us unite in the common cauſe of Chriit, 
Let us bear up, in the ſtrength of our common Lord and 


Saviour, againſt all adverſe fortune, ſo that the darkeſt 
diſpenſations 
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diſpenſations may prove occaſions for our graces to ſhine 
forth and illumine them. Take the Prophets for an exam- 
ple of ſuffering aſſtiction and patience. The greateſt ſaints 
have had their trials in the way to heaven ; and all is con- 
ſiſtent with the love of our heavenly Father, and the rela- 


tion which we bear to him. God knows what he hath to 


do, and the part we are to act, and what will be moſt con- 
ducive to our ſafety in the way to heaven. Affliction 
cometh not from the duſt, neither doth trouble 
ſpring out of the ground. formed the light, 
and create evil, I the Lord do all theſe things. 
Reſign yourſelves to God, as having an unqueſtionable do- 
minion over you. Behold he taketh away, who can hin- 
der? who can ſay to him what doeſt thou? It God's glory 
is promoted by it, why ſhould we be diſſatisfied? It was 
upon this ground David was dumb, and opened not his 
mouth, becauſe the Lord did it. Jt is far le than our 
2nquittes deſerve, Let us then bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe we have ſenned againſt him, Conſider, there 
is no defence againſt death, nor any way to eſcape it. 
There is no man that hath power over the ſpirit to retain 
the ſpirit, neither hath he power in the day of death, and 
there is no diſcharge in that war. No wealth can bribe, nor 


eloquence perſuade, nor cries, nor tears can move. Riches 


profit not in the day of wrath. The ſtrongeſt gates, caſtles 
or guards are no ſecurity. Not the eloquent orator, not the 
ſkil ful phy ſician, not the mighty warrior, can hold a foul in 
life. Improve then your ſhort and uncertain day; for if 
you are once turned off this ſtage of action, yon cannot 


re-enter to add what was omitted, nor rectify what is amiſs. 


What grace you have to get, muſt be got now. Pardon 
of ſin, peace of conſcience, reconciliation with God, the 
mortification of your corruptions, and renovation of your 
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nature; in ſhort, whatever is neceſſary for your 
eternal. welfare, now is the time to obtain it, for, now 
is the day of ſalvation! Let us look up therefore to the 
heavenly Jeruſalem as real, great, and glorious, for our 
ſuffering time will ſoon be over, our complaints removed, 
our graces made perfe&, and our warfare accompliſhed, 
the body of death put off with our body of fleſh, all tears 
wiped from every eye, and joys begin which ſhall endure 
for ever. Amen, and Amen, | 
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